
If only the weather was warming up we would
know we were in full swing of the season.  For
anyone in any doubt the below should help
reassure you the season is well and truly here. In
one weekend as a club we achieved the following,

November has been a big lifesaving month with
requal and patrols starting. Thanks to all of those
who are on rostered patrols and especially our
captains for taking on a leadership role. If you have
been left off the roster and wish to help out this
Patrol season please let our life saving director
William Fleming know via email.
Great numbers have been attending the youth
squad sessions which is a critical pathway for
members leaving nippers and joining the patrol
ranks.  We have been spoilt having some guest
coaches and there is more to come helping this
squad learn a range of lifesaving skills in a fun
environment.
It has also been great to see a lot of you at the club
for Friday and Sunday night meals and I am looking
forward to the club Christmas party next week.  This
club is all about community and friendships and one
of the main purposes of these events is to allow
members to connect and get to know each other.

Dec 6.........
Dec 7.........
Dec 7.........
Dec 8.........
Dec 8........
Dec 15......
Dec 18......
Dec 22......
Dec 26......
Dec 29......

Club Christmas Drinks
Anglesea Bronze/SRC re-qual
Junior OG Carnival
TSLSC Bronze/SRC re-qual
Youth/Senior/Boat Carnival
NOTE NO BEACH KITCHEN
Last Nippers for 2019
Anglesea Bronze/SRC re-qual
Nippers Summer Program
TSLSC Bronze/SRC re-qual

Fed members & friends at Friday night Beach Kitchen thanks to iL
Matto    
Re-qualified 33 bronze holders and ARTC, IRBC/D     
Welcomed 18 new SRC crew to patrol  
Hosted a large private function on the Saturday night 
Welcomed our lifeguards to the first      shifts of the season
Ran a huge nipper camp in Lorne with over 70 families engaging
many new members, qualifying kids for S badge and feeding them
all and encouraging big achivements
Sunday saw the sun finally shining and many members & guests
enjoying The Stoop burgers on the balcony , which is fast becoming
a great Sunday afternoon chill zone.

There’s a lot happening!
The carnivals are starting and I’m very proud to announce we will
have our first R&R teams competing at the upcoming Ocean Gove
carnival. Thanks to all involved, this is an important part of our club
and is building rapidly.

Friday Dec 6th we are hosting an information night for our Starfish
program which is ready to launch. Starfish is a program designed to
ensure all children and young adults with disabilities obtain water
and safety awareness. This session is open to volunteers, potential
participants and sponsors. This is in line with our strategic pillar
around community.
I had a very productive meeting with our Mayor Cr Rose Hodge who is
incredibly supportive of our redevelopment plans and provided useful
connections and insights and has committed to working with us along
our journey.  We are also lobbying politicians. We missed the last
election cycle sadly but the process starts now. So far the
conversations have been very positive.
So to each and every member don’t forget this is our time to shine
both on and off the beach. Make sure you know what patrol dates
you are on and your responsibilities.  Please ensure you are aware of
all fundraising activities as it is critical we capture every opportunity
in the coming months to set us up for the ongoing running costs of the
club, which are ever increasing. If you have ideas or want to help,
make yourself known to anyone on the committee as many hands
make light work.
Finally on behalf of the Committee I would like to wish all our
valuable members, sponsors and supporters a safe and very Merry
Christmas. It really is a wonderful time of the year to be amongst
family and friends in our beautiful part of the world. I hope the
weather allows me to see you on the beach soon.

President's Update

KEEP UP-TO-DATE AT THE CLUB CALENDAR >
WWW.TORQUAYSLSC.COM.AU/EVENTS

*Plus Beach Kitchen with iL Matto every Friday night and The Stoop
Sunday afternoons!
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FOCUS ON LIFESAVING

William Fleming
Director of Lifesaving

Cam Mercer 
Jaime Patterson    
Max & Martin Crellin    
Isaac Doyle 
Stephen Christofi    

Thank you for our dedicated members for taking on the
responsibility of leading our patrol teams over the
current season. Keep an eye out in social media as we
introduce them to our community. Well done TEAM!
 

 
 
 
 
Thank you to club supporters Ashbury Estate for
donating Patrol Jackets to each of our captains, they
will be very much appreciated in our unpredictable
weather 

Pat Spinazzola
Jacob Morgan  
Vaughan Furniss    
Jayden Ham
Max Leonard   

 
 

 

Instructions have been emailed out on the use of TeamApp to
organise substitutes if you can’t make a given patrol, please
make sure you are on this App to connect with the patrols. If
you have any issues as you patrol, rosters, etc, please reach
out to Cam Mercer (Club Captain) or myself via email.

The season is now up and running with patrols commenced on
the last day of November. We are still doing minor
adjustments to the roster but trying to keep it locked down as
we planned. There are many factors in play here, but it is key
we have balanced patrols with the right skills (awards) spread
throughout the 10 patrols.  Moving someone can prove very
difficult in terms of balance of raw numbers and even tougher
in balance of having the right skills in any given patrol.

I will keep updating the lists in the patrol room which shows
the days and what hours patrols must cover over the season
which has varying start and finish times.We have new radios
this year, make sure you familiarise yourself with them,
everyone should know how they work..  The Captains have full
instructions, to ensure the whole patrol understand the
features such as GPS positioning, duress function.

Read the radio summary sheets on the board in
the Patrol Room when you are on patrol.

Cam Mercer – theclubcaptain.tslsc@gmail.com
William Fleming – lifesavingdirector.tslsc@gmail.com

Thanks to everyone who has been rostered on this year,
looking after everyone at our beach is the primary reason we
exist as a Surf club.  An extra special thanks go to all those 10
special people who accepted the job as patrol captain, this is a
task that carries great responsibility and lots of extra effort
getting us through the season, and I can’t thank you enough.
Have a great summer everyone and be safe!

INTRODUCING OUR
PATROL CAPTAINS

YOUR LOGO - YOUR LOGO - YOUR LOGO
ALL OVER THE BEACH THIS SUMMER!
It's an iconic Aussie beach and it's one of the busiest in
Victoria! Do you want to be associated with a vakuable
community service and feature in everyone's summer holiday
happy snaps? 
We need you!
 
 

YOUR 
LOGO

PATROL SHELTER SPONSOR
PATROL HOODIE SPONSOR



Over the duration of two weekends I participated in the SRC
course along with 18 others. We learnt so many important skills
on how to become a great lifesaver. We also learnt how we can
take care of our beach and the dangers of the ocean. First aid
played an important part of the course with learning how to care
for a patient when injured, along with DRSABCD, COWS and
RICER.We also learnt how to do a tube and board rescue. It was
valuable that we learnt about different types of rips.
What I enjoyed most was learning about our beach, the different
types of waves and the practical board and swim sessions. It was
great that I got to do this course with many of my close
friends.After completing your SRC you get to experience a lot of
fun things such as patrolling and water safety for the
Nippers. The SRC course is such a great opportunity and I would
encourage anyone who is looking to further your beach and swim
skills so you can go on to be an active Patrol member for our
community.

MEMBER TRAINING 
& EDUCATION

NEW PATROLLERS ON BOARD 
by Rylee Connor

For further information or 
to make a donation to the TSLSC Foundation
email foundation.tslsc@gmail.com  

The TSLSC Foundation Inc. was established in 2015
to work in conjunction with the TSLSC and 
Jack Harris Trust to provide valuable financial
resources to ensure the continuity 
of our service to the community.
 

TSLSC FOUNDATION 
SUPPORTS YOUR CLUB



COMPETITION ROUND UP

Director of Competition
– PETER QUINLAN
Not sure when summer is arriving but the season is now
upon us. With all sections, Nippers, Boats and Seniors, by
the end of the first week in December, have competed in
their first carnival for the season.

Congratulations to Jaime and Josh Patterson who will
represent Victoria at the Australian Pool Lifesaving
Championships which will be held in Perth in January
2020.  We also have another member recently
achieving their Gold Medallion, congratulations to
Jayden Schram. A very small team travelled across to
Mornington to compete at the Victorian Endurance
Championships last weekend.

The results were:
Milli Harris - GOLD U14 Board
Jayden Schram - GOLD U19 Board
Ailish Walsh - 5th U14 Swim

Also competing for Victoria last weekend were Grace
Harris and Jorden Merrilees in the SLSA Elite series at
Bulli NSW. Both by all accounts, were very competitive
against the Northern states.

With significant increase in competition numbers in all
sections this places pressure on the club to fulfil its
officials, water safety and IRB quotas. I encourage all
members to upskill and share the workload and help
all sections. If you are available, then contact the
section Team Manager.  
Email training.tslsc@gmail.comfor further details on
how to obtain the necessary accreditations.
Wishing all members a happy and safe Xmas and New
Year.

Boat Captain, Rod Costa
 
Our first hit out and season opener at Port Campbell was
recently held where 7 of our crews enjoyed a great
afternoon of racing and then the after function at the
club. The day was held in honour of the Powell's who
tragically lost their life whilst performing a rescue earlier
this year. There were 20 crews in attendance who were
seeded and divided into 3 Grades A, B & C. For a bit of
fun Multi-gender crews were to race each other.

Torquay had a fantastic start to the season winning all
three grades. Piratesin A, Yeah the Buoysin B and
the Storm winning C grade. Special mention must be
made of our 2 young U19 ladies crews in C grade who
were placed equal second. A great result for us. Pat
Spinazolla and the Honeybadgers had their first day of
racing and are looking really sharp and well coached.
They had so much fun. It was amazing to see our youth
crews in such force and many commented on Torquay's
strength.

Next hit-out is at Lorne for our State Team selection
number 1 and I wish all crews the best of luck in the
quest to represent the “Big V” at Mollymook in February
next year. Have a great Xmas all and keep training hard,
complete your rostered patrols and don’t forget your
"requals".

Thank you to our
Boat Sponsors



NIPPER REPORT

NIPPER NEWS
Director of Junior Development, Matt Henderson

It’s been an eventful period since our last update as the season is now in full swing,
with strong and consistent numbers attending our Wednesday and Sunday training
sessions. We’ve had two Sundays with over 170 nippers already, which is a great
start to the season! Particularly pleasing is the consistent turnout of our U12 and
U13 nippers age groups, which have traditionally shown a decline in numbers. Our
nippers have been readying themselves for their first competitive hit outs of the
year at Ocean Grove (7thDecember) and Altona (15th December) carnivals before
the annual blockbuster at Cosy Carnival on 3rd January. Parents are also getting
ready for these carnivals by requalifying or gaining their Bronze Medallions for
Water Safety and official  accreditations.

A big thanks to those that have stepped up for these roles. Cosy Corner is usually the largest carnival of the season and
is a fantastic opportunity for our nippers to play host to their peers from other clubs. And "BBQ Rob Gervasoni" to work
his magic on the BBQ as a key fundraiser for the club – let’s hope the weather is kind to us this year!

We’ve just returned from the annual Lorne training camp, where over 100 nippers were lucky enough to receive
specialist coaching, complete their S badge swims, participate in team building activities, swim or paddle the pier to pub
and complete an endurance event. The weekend is a highlight of the season as it brings all our Nipper families together,
builds new friendships and sets the tone for the season ahead. Everyone had a role to play, whether through coaching,
water safety, cooking and catering ( for over 200 people), video and photography, transport and logistics or planning – a
massive thanks to all for making the weekend such a success. A special thanks goes out to the kids that failed to catch
the eggs during team building – you went out in style and with great entertainment value to all!

In our last issue I mentioned the hunt was on for our Nipper Captains…..well, Ruby Sinfield and Hamish McGowan were
the successful applicants from a strong field,  and you can read more about Ruby and Hamish in their profiles in this
issue. I am really looking forward to working with Ruby and Hamish, and all the U13’s, to help set a rewarding path for
our new and junior nippers.
One more special thanks is due to Vaughan Furniss for stepping into the role of Patrol Captain for the Nipper Patrol. 
I know there’s lots of parents looking forward to learning even more on the beach this season from you! 
See you on the beach



 
 

MEET THE NIPPER CAPTAINS   

MEMBER PROTECTION OFFICER
email : memberprotection.tslsc@gmail.com

Congratulations to Hamish McGowan and Ruby
Sinfield for being elected as this season’s
Nipper Captain, let’s find out a little about
these two.

Meet Hamish
I’m at St Therese Primary School in Grade 6 and first joined
nippers when I was 6 years old because my older sisters and
brother were doing it and I also love the beach. My greatest
challenge at nippers has been having to return to shore when
the session is over when the waves are pumping! I also find
long waits while marshalling at carnivals challenging as well.
My happiest memories are catching a massive party wave
last season as a group and also the Lorne camp as well as
travelling to states and camping together with everyone. My
advice to new nippers would be to enjoy yourself, try hard
and have lots of fun.
What song would I choose to kick off the Nippers session?    
 Any ACDC song would be good to start a nippers session to get
you pumping!
What do you do when you’re not at Nippers?   
I play football, basketball, running and surfing.
What legacy do you want to leave this season?     
I hope I would be remembered as helping the little kids and
teaching them life-saving skills.  Also for being happy and
energetic and having a fair dinkum go.

Meet Ruby
I am in year 7 at Christian College Highton and came to
nippers when my family moved to Torquay to learn better
water safety and to make friends with the local kids. This is
my second season. My greatest challenge is definitely the
board, as I'm quite tall and find balance an issue, but next
year I am looking forward to using the "mals" and can't wait
to try them out. My happiest memory so far would have to be
the first Lorne camp I went to. I was really nervous because I
didn't know anyone but then the girls invited me to help in
the traditional throwing of Minnie! I remember I was so
excited to actually be a part of the girl's group. That day I
made so many new friendships with the girls that mean so
much to me. My advice to nippers is don’t be nervous, as
everyone has their own strengths and something they can
contribute. Also, you'll make greats friends and have a fun
time
What song would I choose to kick off the Nippers session?   
I would play a happy, motivational song like last years,
something fun to get everyone excited. 
What do you do when you’re not at Nippers?
I complete in rowing on Saturdays for Barwon River Rowing Club
and squad swimming for my school.
What legacy do you want to leave this season?      
I hope I will be remembered for always trying my best, being
positive and always including everyone, regardless of how good
you are at the skills and techniques. I just want all the kids to
learn to keep trying to always persevere no matter how hard you
find something, I want everyone to have fun and learn to love the
ocean and beach just as much as I do.

Wayne  Otter (U13 Age Manager, Hamish, Ruby, Cam  (Hamish as a new Nipper!)



NEW KIDS ON THE BLOCK
Have you met the Honeybadgers? 
Introducing the new Under 19 
Women's Boat Crew who have 
hit the waves this season.

Honeybadgers, where did the 
name come from?
It was a long process to be honest, 
we had compiled a massive list of names although we still
weren’t happy with what we had. The suggestion
“Honeybadgers” came from one of our coaches, as he believed
we had the “small but aggressive” attitude like the
Honeybadger itself.

BRINGING BACK TRADITION
As mentioned our great club has re-introduced R&R
to its training and competition program through the
Youth Squad and Nipper Program. Our first
competition will be held at the upcoming Ocean
Grove carnivals with 3 teams competing from the
Youth Squad and 4 teams of Nippers. I was lucky
enough to catch up with Jono Cole who along with
George O’Dwyer from under 12s comprise our boys’
team competing in R&R this year.

What made you want to try R&R?    
Jono: I wanted to see what it was like and thought it
would help with March Past which I’m keen to do and
thought it would be another fun thing to do at the club.
 
What’s the most fun part of R&R?    
Jono: The marching because it’s fun doing it and you
need to focus really hard and just do it.
 
Do you like learning about the CPR component of
R&R?
Jono: It’s quite fun and I am learning how to do CPR and
one day it may help me help someone who needs
attention. 
 
Is this something you see yourself doing right
through to seniors?     
Jono: Maybe, I’ll see how it goes this season and then I’ll
decide next year.
 
Are you the patient or the person delivering the
CPR component in your team with George?    
Jono: I’m going to be doing the position of the patient as
all I have to do is just sit there!

What brought you all to rowing? 
Quite a few of my close mates (who I knew through Bronze
Camp and the surf club) were already involved in surfboats
which played a part in myself getting involved, and after
watching a couple of videos on YouTube I was hooked. It was
all a matter of getting 3+ other girls together who were willing
to jump in the boat and give it a crack with me, which I had
Patrick Spinazzola to help me out. All us girls have briefly
known each other through school and sporting.

Is there a rowing challenge you have all overcome that
you never thought you would? 
Training in waves has probably been our most recent challenge,
but is one of the best parts. For 6 months we spent our time on
flat water at Fishos and in the gym on the rowing machines,
perfecting our technique. Recently we had Scott Tannahill take
us out for an early morning surf session. While we were a little
nervous, we pulled through and after a couple of tears in the
water we caught our first wave, we haven’t looked back since.

What advice would you give those wanting to try? 
I couldn’t recommend surfboats enough. It’s one of the best
things I have decided to try and get myself involved in. Not only
is it so much fun, but is something completely different to
anything you would have tried before. The girls and I have also
been so lucky to be welcomed with open arms and we have
become the closest of friends and we are extremely grateful to
everyone who spends time out of their day to come to our
training sessions and help to develop our skills. 
 
Big shoutout to Jacob Morgan, Steve Christofi, Kate Higlett, Rod
Costa and Pat Spinazzola for being so dedicated in encouraging
us through our training sessions (even turning up on their
birthday) and mentoring us to be the best we can be. To Scott
Tannahill for taking us out in the surf, and of course to our
parents for being taxi on those bright and early morning
sessions when we know they’d rather be in bed asleep. We
really appreciate all the support we’ve had over the last few
months from everyone and we can’t wait to get into the
competition season!

with Meg Davey



FUNDRAISING 
NEWS
Make sure you join us for the Christmas Party this
FRIDAY NIGHT. There’ll be live music, delicious Italian fare
by iL Matto, raffles and we’re pretty sure Santa will be
paying a visit!

CLUB GEAR – GO THE BLUE & YELLOW

MEMBERSHIP OFFICE 
OPENING HOURS

MONDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY
SATURDAY
SUNDAY

CLOSED
10am – 1pm
10am – 1pm
10am – 1pm
2pm – 6pm
10am – 12pm
CLOSED

Pop-up Merch Shop Dates;
Friday December 6th 5 – 7pm
Friday December 13th 5 – 7pm
Friday December 20th 5 – 7pm
All inquiries email merchandise.tslsc@gmail.com

We’re also gearing up for a big Summer, with Beach
Kitchen open every Wednesday, Friday, Saturday and
Sunday from Boxing Day to Australia Day.  Thanks to all
of the volunteers helping to make this happen.  Keep an
eye on the Beach Kitchen @Torquay Surf Club Facebook
Page for restaurant and live music schedules.

Boxing Day is an important day on the Fundraising
Calendar.  Our Seniors Team will be greeting locals and
visitors alike, asking them to contribute to our Life Saving
efforts at the first Highway Collection for the season.

If you’d like to help out over Summer but not sure how to
get involved, please get in touch via
email, clubfundraising.tslsc@gmail.com, as there’s plenty
to be done, and lots of fun to be had doing it.

Fundraising Director Lanie Conquest

Club Communications
Finding one way to communicate to ALL members is a
challenge, which is why we have several channels to make
sure we are keeping everyone informed. However, for some
information topics we have specific media see below, 

CLUB NEWS 
– Facebook closed members' group, SurfGuard email, Club
newsletter
PATROL UPDATES
– TeamApp (are you subscribed?)
TRAINING SCHEDULES
– TeamApp (make sure your alerts are turned on) 



It's the longest running Iron Event in the world – and
it's Torquay's own! Jim Wall 2020 is all set for January
10 in a twilight setting to kick off a busy weekend
along the coast with the Pier to Pub festival to follow.
All members are invited to head down to catch this
sporting spectacle, and watch the amazing athletes
battle it out!
 
Starting as the Jim Wall “Surfathon” in 1962, named
for early club President Jim Wall, our event was first
created by TSLSC to challenge all round surf and
water ability, with an endurance format including
continuous efforts in swimming, board and ski
paddling and beach running. It is believed to be the
first continuous ironman event ever staged, in the
format that has now become standard today. The
event has become a coveted ‘hit out’ for both local
and interstate athletes, with the sought-after prize
being a hand on the Jim Wall trophy.
 
With the Jim Wall 2020 event card of 13 races,
including Under 13 Board & Surf Races for the first
time alongside the ultimate male and female Jim Wall
Iron events, there are many opportunities for brand
exposure and alignment with an iconic part of
Torquay's history.

MATT AND NAOMI BACK TO 
DEFEND THEIR TITLES ----- 
JIM WALL 2020

SPONSOR AN ICONIC 

TORQUAY EVENT 

– YOUR BUSINESS NAME ON A RACE

email: sponsorship.tslsc@gmail.com



SPONSOR NEWS
As a 100% volunteer run club, we rely on sponsors,
donations, memberships and grants to survive. It's never
too late to get on board as a sponsor, club supporter or to
make a donation through The TSLSC Foundation. We are
currently seeking sponsor partners for our how profile
Beach Patrol Team and Senior Team as well as our
inaugural Starfish Nippers. Whether it's brand awareness,
communication to members or alignment with a thriving
sporting and community club, we can create a bespoke
opportunity to meet all your needs!

Spotlight Opportunity – 2019/2020 SENIOR & BOAT TEAM SPONSOR
If you're business is looking for an opportunity to align with an iconic
community service providing sporting opportunities for youth, senior and
master athletes, we need your logo on our team wear!
 To discuss further email marketing.tslsc@gmail.com.

RACV SUPPORTS MEMBER EDUCATION
The Committee is excited to announce we have been
very fortunate to receive a $5,000 grant from the
RACV Torquay Resort to support our Youth Member
Education. The donation is a part of their Community
Donations Program supporting the growth and
prosperity of local community groups. This funding will
provide much needed assiastance to ensure we
continue to upskill our member base for the
sustainability of our lifesaving service.



2019/20 SPONSORS

PLATINUM PARTNERS

GOLD PARTNERS

SILVER PARTNERS

BRONZE PARTNERS

FRIENDS OF TORQUAY






